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To the Proteftant Diffenting Churches 
ufually denominated BAPTISTS, 


allembling | 
At Cambridge. ‘Hertford, 
Cheneys, Bucks. § ‘Hempftead, Herts: 
Chefham, Bucks. § Hitchin, Herts. 
Colnbrook, Bucks, § New-Mill, Herts. 
Harlow, Effex, § Woodrow, Bucks. 
This Crrcutar Letter is with great 
| Refpeét addrefled 
§ | John Fyfon, 
By Robert Robinfon, § | 5 William Whitby, 
Hugh Giles, | 
James Sleap. 
Ifaac Gould, § | James Sharpe, 
Field, 
| Morgan Jones, | § ¢Francis Chapman, 
| § William Thomas 
| John Gerard, § Thomas Caporn, 
Henry Blaine. 
Richard Morris, § 


Minillers, and Meflengers, 


Reprefenting the faid Churches in 
Allociation, 
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Honovurep BretHREN, 


XJ HEN it pleafed God to fend an Apoftle 
to the Gentiles, and by his hands to be- 
{tow upon our anceftors the oracles. of the ancient 
Jewifh church, along with the writings of the new 
teftament, containing all together his whole re-. 
vealed will concerning matters of religion, he 
commanded them to Ktep ¢hat, which was com- 
mitted to their truft, without {pot, unrébukeable until 
the fecond appearing of Fefus Chrift.; This com- 
mand was repeated over and over again, and de- 
livered as a folemn charge in the fight of God, and of 
| Jefus Chri, who explained his meaning by his ex- 
ample by witnefling before Pontius @ good 


confeffion. 


The fame apoftle was direéted to inform primi- 
tive chriftians, that perilous times would come, im 
which men would not endure found dofirine: but 
would depart from the faith, turn unto fables, and 
heap to themfelves teachers, baving itching ears; and 
he exhorted them, and all fucceeding Chriftians, 
whenever men fhould teach otherwife than they, | 
the apoftles, taught, and fhould no# confent to the 
wholfome words of our Lord Jefus Chrift, to wiTH- 
DRAw themfelves from fuch, | 
Agreeably to thefe wife inftructions, our an- 
ceftors withdrew from the church of Rome, hav- 
ing this great objeét in their eye, THE REVIVAL 
OF PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. Some pretended, 
the attempt was illegal; others faid it was im- 
practicable, and impoffible, and others afirmed, 
it was laudable, but unneceffary. (‘We bleis God, 
our civil governors have allowed thé legality of an 
experiment, thoufands have made’ it, and daily 
pronounce primitive piety practic ble, neceflary, 
and the general revival of it, of all €¥ents, the moft 
defirable, On thefe principles we difallow all im- 
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pofition in matters of confcience, we refufe fub{fcrip- 
tion to all human formularies, and we profefs, that 
all our religion lies in the facred oracles of .God. 
Happy would it be, could we always live under 
their heavenly influence! 

We think it needlefs to particularize here the 
feveral doctrines of our churches, becaufe you all 
know, and profefs to believe them ; becaufe they 
are conftantly ftated, explained, proved, and en- 
forced by your minifters ; and alio becaufe fome 
other affociations spe. pied done it base we only 

leave in general to rt you to them in 
rhe nature, order, importance, and effect, in 
which they were committed to your truft in fcrip- 
ture. Simple, plain, clear, and evident in their 
nature—connected in their order, beginning in the 
pleafure of God, and ending in the eternal 
licity of all his faints—of different degrees of 
importance toward a proof of adoption in us: but 
of the fame importance in themfelves, as all pro- 
ceeding from the fame fource, the perfections of 
God—-producing gracious effects in all believers, 
enlightening the mind, fanctifying the heart, and 
lating the life after the example of Chrift. 
The fimplicity, the connection, the importance, and 
the end; we repeat it again, we humbly hope you 
will never fail to obferve; for thus were the doc- 
trines delivered to us, and we have no authority, 
nor ought we to have any inclination to adapt and 
accommodate them to the fanciesof men. They 
cannot be improved, they muft not be debafed. 
' What we wifh at prefent more particularly to 
recommend to you is, this branch of primitive dif- 
cipline, associaTinc, which, we think, although 


it hath been degraded from its priftine dignity, 


and corrupted into an engine of the moft favage 
inhumanity, is yet as capable of reftirution as bap- 
tifm, or the Lord’siupper, or any other primitive 
inftitute, beg The 
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The new teftament informs us, you know, that 
: there were two forts of approves apoftles in the 
primitive church; the firft were chofén immedi- 
| ately by ¥e/us Chrift for the extraordinary work of 
forming churches, and they had extraordinary 
endowments fit for it. Thefe ‘are ufually called 
the twelue—the apoftles of Chriff. The other fort 
were chofen by the churches, * to travel with the 
apoftles ; to tranfact affairs of charity, and fuch 
like bufinefs with other churches; to fit in a ge- 
neral fynod or affembly reprefenting the churches, 
i. @ which chofe them, to afk or give advice. Thefe 
are called meffengers, that is, “apoffles, chofen bre- 
thren, and fo on; and it is a remarkable pro- 
pofition of S. Paul, the meffengers of the churches are | 
THE GLORY of Cbriff, + that is, of Chriftianity: It 
was a glorious advantage to every individual : 
_ chriftian to have accefs with his doubts and diffi- 
| culties to the wifdom of all his own church—it 
) was a glorious advantage to every church to have 
| $ accefs to the wifdom of other churches.—It was 
glorious to the reprefentatives of other churches 
in affociation, to be able to give advice —and 
_ more glorious ftill, not to attempt an impofition 
of it, We-meet with fuch an affembly at Jeru- — 
falem. They gave advice: but they exercifed no 
coercion. Jf ye do fo and fo, fay they, ye fhall do 
| well. ~ But what if we do not: do as you direct ? 
a. Why then, fee you to confequences, we have 
neither will nor power to inflict penalties on you. 
“ Primitive chriftian churches were. indepen- 
dent of each other. . . Each chriftian afiembly was 
a little ftate, governed by its own laws... All 
| the chriftian churches of a province were formed 
| into one large ecclefiaftical body, which, like con- 
_federate ftates, affembled at certain times in order 
to deliberate about the common interefts of the 
B 2 whole, 


2Cor. viii. 1g, 2Cor. vili,aj. xv. 29, 


( 29 


whole. > . The great utility of thefe affociations 
was no fooner perceived, than they became uni- 
verial. .. To thefe affemblies, in which the de- 
puties or commiffioners of feveral churches con- 
fulted together, the name of /ynods was appropri- 
ated by the Greeks, and that of councils by the 
Latins ; and the laws that were enacted, in thefe 
general meetings, were called canons, that is, rules.” 
The hiftorian, Mofheim, from whom words 
are taken, places the firft of thefe affociations in 
the fecond century. We think, they originated 
with the firit churches, and only became more 
con{picuous in the fecond century. | 

Thefe affemblies degenerated in after ages, fo 
as to render the very names by which they and 
their rules were called to the laft degree fhocking : 


but their degeneracy was principally owing to two 


causes, which do not exift with us. They affumed 


a power of impofition and coercion, which we do not ; 


and they were compofed of miniffers chiefly, if not 
wholly : but ours are not. We hope, all our 
churches will always fend meffengers with their 
minifters, and while our affociations confift of 
two thirds mefiengers, and only one third mini- 
fters, there can be no probability of defection in 
favour of minifterial dominion, 

Since the reformation the papal apoftacy has 
been examined with the utmoft precifion, and juit 


_ boundaries between civil and facred things have 


been marked out, fo that there is lefs danger of 
deviating now than formerly. The church has 


grown wile by afflictions. 


The churches of our denomination, driven 
more than others by periecution into the ftudy, 
have always execrated intolerance, and, to their 
praife be it fpoken, pleaded as warmly againift 
the impofition of a Scotch covenant by an anti- 
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hierarchical affembly, as they had done againft 
the tyranny of a papal, and a reformed hierarchy. 

As foon as ever liberty of confcience was granted, 
our Englifh baptiits held a general affembly at 
London, which began fitting Sept. 7th, and con- 


tinued till the r1th of the fame month, 1689. The 


affembly confifted of upwards of 150 perfons, mi- 
nifters and meffengers, reprefenting upwards of 
100 congregations in England and Wales, The 


-fervice of every day was begun and ended in prayer. 


Their defign was ‘* to confult of proper ways and 
means to advance the glory of God, and the well- 
being of their churches.” They publifhed a ftate 
of fome few faéts in order to wipe off fome afper- 
fions, which falfe accufers had cafton them. They 
republifhed the old confeffion of their faith, which 
had been publifhed in 1677, and which contains 


the doctrine now taught in our particular churches. 


They propofed a general faft to be kept by all 
their congregations, and they affligned reafons pro- 
r to perfuade all to comply with it. They de- 


bated fome articles of doctrine and morality, pro- 


pofed to them by fome of their churches, and gave 


‘their opinion concerning them. They opened a 


publick fund for the relief of their minitters and 


churches, and for the initruétion of ftudents ** in 


the Latin, Greek, and Hebrew languages.” So 


falfe is that ufual flander, that the baptift churches 
‘are enemies to literature! And, finally, they made 


a declaration, that will always do them honour, 
and which deferves to be written in letters of gold, 
—‘ We diiclaim, fay they, all manner of fuperi- 
ority, or fuperintendency over the churches... 


- We have no authority to prefcribe or impofe any 
thing upon the faith or practice of any of the 


churches of Chrift.” We think it needlefs t6 tran- 
{cribe more, the fubftance is copied in your, 


affociation book, 


A fecond 
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A fecond general affembly, like the former, was 
held in 1€91, from the 2d tothe 8thof June; and 
a third from the 2d to the 24th of May, 1692. In 
thefe affociations many fubjeéts, then of confe- 
quence to the peace and profperity of the churches, 
were difcuffed in the moft cool and liberal man- 
ner, and always with reiterated declarations of their 
giving only advice: but no law. 

A tew years after, the churches finding it in- 
convenient to fend fo many mefiengers annually 
from Wales, and other parts very diftant, to the 
general affemblies held in London, they formed 
imall affociations of ten, or fifteen churches each, 
and held correfpondence by letters. Thefe were 
conducted on the fame generous principles as the 
general affemblies had been, and the diicuffions of 
queftions, and refolutions for the advancement of 
religion, pafied in thefe aflemblies, would have 
been a praife to any fynod in the world, 

It fhould feem, the wxion of general and pro- 
vincial affociations is practicable, and defirable. 
Jt would be eafy to form an annual, a duennial, or 
a triennial general affembiy of deputies chofen by, 
and fent from the previncial aflociations. This 
jcems to us a probable mean of giving the caufe 
that firm confiftence, which a well-regulated union 
never fails to produce. From thefe general affem- 
blies deputies might be chofen and fent to confti- 
tute a part of a yet more gencral affembly, confilt- 
ing of deputies from all the denominations, which 
have any intereft in the general principles of non- 
conformity, and\here the objet fhould be not or- 
thedexy: but INTELLECTUAL LIBERTY. * The 
following preliminary article agreed to in an affo- 

ciation 


* By intelleétual liberty we mean that entire freedom of 
felf-determining in matters of religion, in which all noncon- 
formifts ofevery denomination havea joint-intereft. ‘To their 
own MasTER each party ftands or falls. On this ground 
nonconformity is more than defenfible, it isinvincible. 
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ciation of Baptift churches held at London 1704, is 
excellently adapted to this plan. ‘* No opinion, 
wherein any of the churches reprefented in this af- 
fembly differ from the reft, fhall be controverted in 
this affembly.” Either we are grofsly deceived, or 
innumerable advantages would arife from fuch con- 
nections to the whole caufe of nonconformity. 
Much has been done, and more remains to do, 
and, if there be any thing, that deferves unremitted 
affiduity, any thing that merits conftant efforts of 
zeal and induftry, it is affuredly the caufe for 
which our great redeemer lived and died, Let us, 
fellow-chriftians, ftudy the nature of Chrift’s king- 
dom—Let us enter heartily into his defign—Let 
us deny ourfelves, and count it an honour to bear 
his crofs, and to ihare the afflictions of his gofpel— 
L.et us harden our hearts, and deaten our ears 
againft all that would divert our attention from 
genuine unaffected piety—Let us live the gofpel, 
and ttudy it till we are transformed into its heavenly 
image—Let us lay ourfelves out in promoting it, 
and, refigning every hope except that of pleafing 
him, who hath called us to participate his kingdom 
and glory, let us live fo as not to be afraid to die. 
Let us hold faft the truth, as it is in Jefus, and 
articularly the doctrine of the divinity of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift—that of attonement by his 
blood—of juttification by his righteoufnels—of the 
neceffity of the operations {if the divine fpirit to ree 
generate and fanctify—th; faints final perfever-. 
ance in grace unto eterna glory—the neceffity of 
good works in order to tef fy our duty to God, and: 
love to the Lord Jefus Cl ‘it, and to recommend 
the good ways of God togghers. May the Lord 
be as a wallof fire round @pout us, and the glory 
in the midft of us! Now unto the king eternal, im- 
mortal, invifible, the only wile God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoit, be glory and dominion for ever. 
Amen ! JSAAC GOULD, Moderator. 
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V' ITA TES. 


Cambridge, May 13th, 1777. 


Turspay evening, 5 o'clock. Minifters, meflengers, members of the af- 
fociated and other churches, met at the New meeting-houle oppofite 
Emanuel College. Mr. Robinfon prayed---Called over the names 
of the churches in this affociation--. Mr. Gould was chofen Mopr- 
natore--And Mr. Nath read the letters 
frem the churches---General ftate of the churches difcufled---Mode- 
rator defired to draw up the circular letter---Several refolutions pafied 
relative to the confervation of books---letters---and papers---belong- 
ing to this affociation,) all which are entered in thie aflociation-b ook 
~--Moderator clofed in‘prayere-eAflembly adjourned. 

— Wapwespay, 6in the morning. Same aflembly met as before.--Time 

{pent in prayer and conference.---Adjourned at 9. , 

Harr rast 10. Publick worthip begun by the Moderator in finging. 

Mr. Blaine prayed---Mr. Morris preached from1 Cor. i. 21. «It 


pleafed God, by the foolifhnefs of preaching, to fave them, that be- 


lieve.’ Moderator prayed---Mr. Jones preached from 2 Cor. iv. Se 
«« For we preach not ourfelves: but Chrift Jefus the Lord; and 
ourfelves your fervants for Prag fake.”’---After finging Mr. Geard 


prayed---Moderator difmified the congregation, and adjourned the 
aflociation at 2. 


rast 6. Puilick worfhip begun as hefore---Mr. Dunfcombe, of 
Coat, Oxfordthire, prayed---Mr. Caleb Evans of Briftol preached 
from James i.22. ‘* But be ye doers of the word, and not heaiers 
only, deceiving your own iclves".---Mr. Wilkin prayed Moderator 
after finging difmified the afiembly. 

THURSPAY MORNING 6 and Meflengers met--- 
Received a mefiage from the Weftern aflociation, requefting a cor- 
refpondence, and alfo a prefent of 100 circular Jetters---R elolved--- 
that thanks be given to the Weftern churches for this friendly pro- 

al, and for the Ictters fent with it---that a correfpondence be 

id between that aflociation and this, as requefted---and that the 
Moderator intreat the faid Weftern allociation to accept 100 of the 
circular letters of this aflembly. 
Refolved alfo, on the motion of Mr. Blaine---That the Moderator 
in the name of all this aflembly, thank the church at Cambridge 
for their hofpitable entertainment of al] the Minifters prefent at this 
meeting during the affociation---and that the fame hall not be con- 
fidered as a precedent for other churches. 

, Refolved farther---That the next aflociation be held at Mr. Gould's meet- 

ing at Harlow in Effex, on Tueciday and Wednefday the 16th and 

17th of June 1778, and that Mr. Geard and Mr. Giles preach on 
the Wednefday---In cafe of failure Mr. Blaine---The fervices to 
begin at 5 o'clock on Tuefday the 16th---at 6 in the morning of 

Wednefday the 17th---public worfhip at half paft ten---and the Lec- 

ture at 6 in the evenings 
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